Dear …..

I am writing to you as an advocate for those who have no voice.

In present-day Iran, there are over 30 million Azeri-Turks living in the provinces of East and West Azerbaijan, Ardabil, Zanjan, Hamadan, Arak, Saveh, and Northern Khorasan. The Azeri-Turkish language is also spoken by the Qashqayi Turks, as well as various other Turkish-speaking peoples concentrated in the province of Fars and in central Iran. All these people live under the Iranian administration with absolutely no social, economical and political rights. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) is implementing Aryanization and Persianization of our people. This discriminatory policy is accelerating with time. Azeri-Turks are witnessing the eradication of their native culture, language, history and heritage on a daily basis. The IRI, like the Pahlavi regime, has banned the usage of Azeri-Turkish in the education system. In its place, Farsi is forced as the only legitimate Iranian language. The IRI regime imprisons activists who are trying to raise awareness about one of our most basic and fundamental rights as a people. This regime continues to enforce Persian racist ideology throughout Azerbaijan.

On Monday, April 17, 2006, The Ettelaat police arrested Mr. Saleh Malla Abbasi, an agriculture Engineer from the city of Ahar, from his own residence. They searched the entire house thoroughly and confiscated the family’s computer, satellite receiver /dish, their Turkish books and CDs. Authorities also took their telephone/address book and a Turkish Calendar from the wall, claiming that it proved that they were pan-Turks. 

His whereabouts were not known until Wednesday, April 19, when he made a phone call to his family which only lasted 2-3 minutes. All he could say was that he was being transferred to Etelaat of Tabriz. This has been the only contact with him since his arrest on April 17th . He has not been charged and currently has no lawyer to represent him. 
Saleh Malla Abbasi has not broken any laws in Iran. Despite this, he has become a victim of the secret police, Etelaat. His life is now in danger. The Etelaat has even gone to the extreme of harassing his innocent family for even talking about him. 

I urge you and your colleagues to make this issue a serious priority by pressuring the Islamic Republic of Iran. Given the current state, if events like this go by unnoticed, it will only get worse with time. These innocent families do not deserve to be treated like this. I am asking you to do everything in your power to put a stop to this horrific injustice. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
A Human Rights Defender
